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Jhe questions asked in this letter are of the utmost
importance and deserve notice. If true Ahimsa had come into
being within us, and if our so-called Satyagraha. movements
had been truly non-violent, these questions would not have
arisen because they would have been solved.
For one who has never seen the arctic regions, an
imaginary description of them, however elaborate, can
convey but an inadequate idea of the reality. Even so
is it withAhimsa. If all Congressmen had been true to their
creed, we would not be vacillating between violence and
non-violence as we are today. The fruits of Ahimsa would
be in evidence everywhere. There would be communal
harmony, the demon of untouchability would have been
cast out, and, generally speaiing, we should have evolved
an ordered society. But the reverse is the case just now.
There is even definite hostility to the Congress in certain
quarters. The word of Congressmen is not always relied
on. The Muslim League and most of the Princes have no
faith in the Congress and are in fact inimical to it. If Con-
gressmen had true Ahimsa in them, there would be none
of this distrust. In fact the Congress would be the beloved
of all.
Therefore I can only place an imaginary picture before
the votaries of Ahimsa.
So long as we are not saturated with pure Ahimsa we
cannot possibly win Swaraj through non-violence. We can
come into power only when we are in a majority or, in
other words, when the large majority of people are willing
to abide by the law of Ahimsa. When this happy state prevails
the spirit of violence will have all but vanished and internal
disorder will have come under control.
Nevertheless I have conceded that even in a non-
violent State a police force may be necessary, THs, I admit,
is a sign of my imperfect Ahimsa. I have not the courage
to declare that we can carry on without a police force as I
have in respect of an army. Of course I can and do envisage
a State where the police will not be necessary; but whether
we shall succeed in realizing it, the future alone  will show.
The police of my conception will, however, be of a
wholly different pattern from the present day force. Its

